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Executive Summary 
 
As with all schools in the Los Angeles Unified School District, Van Nuys High School 
(VNHS) has its challenges with keeping students interested in the process of learning, 
engaged in the educational process through the culmination of their senior year, and 
matriculation to post-secondary education. To address this challenge VNHS is in the 
process of creating a campus comprised of Small Learning Communities. The proposed 
School of the Humanities Small Learning Community is based on the existent, highly 
successful Humanitas program at Van Nuys High. As such, The School of the 
Humanities is well positioned to become an effective component of student achievement, 
retention, graduation, and advancement to post-secondary education. 
 
Unifying Vision 
 

Residential students at VNHS face significant barriers to academic success, while 
at the same time having within their grasp the potential for an outstanding academic 
education. The majority of our residential students come from economically 
disadvantaged households where both parents work full-time jobs. Oft times the students 
themselves are forced to take part-time work in order to help the family make ends meet. 
Thus, education becomes secondary to work. Combine the issue of gang violence with 
the existent economic hardships and low expectations surrounding education, and one 
witnesses daunting barriers to educational success. Yet, many VNH Humanitas students 
who remain in school through their sophomore year make their way to some form of 
post-secondary education. In large part this is due to the quality instruction they receive 
while at Van Nuys High.  

To formalize this success the Humanities SLC will form a Humanities Steering 
Committee comprised of teachers. This committee will meet monthly to review 
individual student progress, student’s performance on interdisciplinary essays, SLC 
assessments, course grades, and attendance to ensure that students are achieving 
academic goals and matriculating through the SLC program. There are many options for 



those students who are underperforming. Van Nuys High School has in place an after-
school tutoring program in both Math and English. Additionally, we have a Saturday 
School program to help these students. The Humanities SLC is in the process of creating 
a course that students will take to help them meet expectations. This class will combine 
twelfth-grade students who will act as peer tutors with underclassmen who require extra 
help. These students will be placed in the same class. 
 
As we continue to develop the Humanitas Based Management Committee we will garner 
parent support by working closely with the Parent Center. This will evolve to a point 
where we will have parent involvement in the development of curriculum, assessment, 
and educational intervention. 
 
Of the ten teachers that currently teach in the Humanitas program, all teach honors 
courses, and five of the ten teach Advanced Placement courses. Invariably, some of the 
teaching methodologies that these teachers employ in those classes make their way into 
their Humanitas classes. Thus, we have students who are currently receiving instruction 
via teaching modalities that are used across the spectrum of academic rigor. Indeed, this 
year the Humanitas program has expanded to include honors-level sections at the 
eleventh and twelfth grade levels. Thus, we now have in place now opportunities for 
students to move from regular-level, core classes to honors-level, core classes. 
 
 
The current faculty and staff, along with those who are eager to come aboard, are 
dedicated to providing the quality education that our students need both to graduate and 
to move on to the next educational level. Our students make the connections between 
educational success and success beyond their academic years. Los Angeles Valley 
College conducts two Community-College level courses at Van Nuys High School, 
which the Humanities students will be encouraged to take. Additionally, the Urban 
Educational Partnership routinely holds Shared Inquiry Training Programs, a professional 
development program that instructs teachers on how to scaffold high-level academic 
texts. Thus, our Small Learning Community is centered on the academic foundations 
students need to do well in post-secondary education, be it at the community college, a 
four year institution, or a technical institute. 
 
We will provide students with the skills they need in language, mathematics, and writing 
across the curriculum to meet State, District, and post-secondary requirements and 
standards. As part of the Humanities Small Learning Community students will receive 
academic and vocational guidance to enable them to pursue higher education and/or 
career goals. Vital to these endeavors is the use of technology. The Humanities SLC will 
ensure that students combine the use of technology with their interdisciplinary, thematic 
based units. An important component of the Humanities SLC is the use of art history, and 
art appreciation through the study of culturally relevant materials. We know that this path 
will lead students to a greater understanding of diverse cultures and the values that help 
shape the way individuals view the world, thus providing our students with the requisite 
skills to understand and respect themselves and others. 
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 Core Values 
 

 All students can learn, and at a basic level want to do well. 
 Learning promotes a sense of self-worth. 
 All students will find themselves receiving some form of post-

secondary instruction. 
 The Humanitas program, which serves as the foundation of the 

Humanities SLC, has a proven record of improving student 
learning and facilitating the acquisition of positive self identifiers.  

 
Identity 
 
Teachers from the Humanities SLC share a unique identity based on two major aspects: 
the focus of preparing our students for some form of post-secondary education, and the 
teaching approach of thematic, writing-based, interdisciplinary units. The VNHS 
Humanitas program, which serves as the foundation of the Humanities SLC, has a long 
tradition of success teaching these types of units. The Humanities SLC is the only 
proposed SLC at VNHS that has in place teaching cohorts that utilize these types of 
teaching units. As such, we are the only SLC that is in a position to train new teaching 
cohorts. This will be the responsibility of the Professional Development Committee, 
which will hold trainings on Professional Development days. This committee will help 
the new teaching cohorts establish curriculum for the Philosophy/Humanities, Cultural 
Studies, and Cinema courses that will soon be integrated into the master schedule. 
Additionally, the Professional Development Committee will train new teaching cohorts 
that combine the core courses which fulfill the student’s A-G requirements. The 
incorporation of these new courses, and their inclusive curriculum, will be modeled on 
the rigorous, standards-based curriculum that the Humanitas program currently has in 
place.  
 
Among the strategies that will we use is backward planning, in which the California 
Teaching Standards and the SLC themes are identified. Teachers will then write an 
interdisciplinary essay and devise a rubric, which they will use to score the essay. The 
second major aspect of the Humanities SLC identity concerns the current Humanitas 
teacher’s wealth of anecdotal evidence which demonstrates that our students move on to 
some form of post-secondary education, be it participation at a Community College, a 
four year University, or a technical school. Thus, a major focus of the proposed 
Humanities SLC will be to prepare our students with the necessary skill sets they need to 
do well in these educational environments.  
 
The Humanities SLC will select a Lead Teacher, who, along with the Humanities 
Steering Committee, will make decisions about facilities. The 400 Building is well 
situated to house this SLC. The Lead Teacher and the Steering Committee will also make 
decisions about matters related to budget concerns, master schedule, students 
programming, student behavior, and issues of community safety. 
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Rigorous Standards Based Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment 
 
The Humanities Small Learning Community students will find themselves a part of a 
writing-based, interdisciplinary, academic program. Students will learn the fundamentals 
of effective writing in all of the domains, across all of the core academic disciplines –
math, science, language, and social studies-- to meet the writing standards set forth by the 
state. At the Freshmen and Sophomore level all students will utilize the Vantage Writing 
Program in order to help them learn the fundamentals of effective writing, editing, and 
publishing. Furthermore, the students will complete their A-G requirements for their 
post-secondary education. Team teachers, counselors, and academic coordinators will 
provide the appropriate guidance to ensure that their transition to the next stage of their 
education is both practical and knowledgeable.  
 
Many of our students are currently enrolled in classes at Los Angeles Valley College. 
Indeed, in collaboration with LAVA, VNHS is offering college level courses at the High 
School. Students have an opportunity to enroll in Anthropology 121, and/or Speech 101. 
We look forward to expanding our involvement with other community colleges, and with 
four-year institutions as well. 
 
As students move through their Humanities SLC pathways they will engage in 
culminating projects that combine real-world experiences with the creation of useful 
documents. Humanities teachers have spent time assuring that these projects align with 
the California educational standards and the state framework for each discipline in the 
teaching cohort. We will set aside time during our conference periods and on Professional 
Development days to help teachers new to the SLC align their curriculum with the state 
framework.  
 
Central to the Humanities SLC will be the interdisciplinary essay that will, with 
individual and group projects, serve as the culminating task for the thematic units. The 
current Humanitas program has a plethora of thematic units. Part of the Professional 
Development day will be spent on training teachers new to the Humanities SLC; helping 
them to understand the ideas central to the interdisciplinary, thematic-based units. 
Current Humanitas teachers will also help the new Humanities teachers understand the 
traditional Humanitas grading rubric that is used to grade the interdisciplinary essay.  
 
Additionally, we will spend time on the creation of new interdisciplinary units, 
culminating essays and projects to fit our new pathways.  Projects central to the post-
secondary pathway will assess student’s knowledge of the standards, while 
simultaneously assessing their knowledge of our post-secondary pathway, thus providing 
them with materials they will use in their future education and careers. One such project 
is that which completes the unit on Work and Personal Identity. In this project students 
are required to create a resume and an application letter as part of their English 
instruction. While this may not be the first time students have written a resume, it is the 
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first time they have been required to fashion a resume to a specific job they are applying 
for. Furthermore, it will be their first experience with the creation of an application letter 
that is tailored to work with the resume to secure the student a job interview. Regardless 
of the student’s ability to secure a job interview, each student will be required to engage 
in a mock interview with the team teachers, a peer student, and a councilor. Students will 
be supplied with a handout that contains such information as how to dress properly for a 
job interview, how to formally greet a prospective employer, and how to conduct an 
interview. As an additional part of the culminating activity students will spend time in 
their Social Studies class creating a five-year plan, which they will present to their peers. 
This presentation will combine Power Point technology and an oral component, and will 
outline the student’s immediate plans after leaving high school, and how their technical 
training and/or college education relates to their future careers. 
 
To have a truly effective Small Learning Community all subgroups must be represented 
within that community. The Humanitas program at Van Nuys High, which will serve as 
the foundation of the Humanities SLC, has a proven track record of serving the needs of 
all of our students. We traditionally have both resource students and English Learners 
who have been recently redesignated as English Language Proficient. Because of the 
small numbers of English as a Second Language 1 and 2 students, these students will be 
passported to classes in a different SLC. English as a Second Language students at levels 
3 and 4 will select a SLC. As we move to a Humanities SLC we will need to make only 
minor adjustments to our teaching strategies and methodologies to service the needs of 
those students who are still designated as English Language Learners. Many of our 
teachers who are now coming into the Humanities SLC have vast experience with SDAIE 
teaching methodologies—PQRST Study Strategies, Clustering/Webbing/Mapping, 
Interactive Reading Guides, Co-op Co-op, to name only a few. These teachers will serve 
as a vital training resource for the current Humanitas teachers, facilitating the exchange 
of knowledge between teachers and English Language Learners.  
 
All of our interdisciplinary, thematic-based units are adaptive to fit the needs of Special 
Education students and English Learners. VNHS is using a collaborative model for 
resource students, who will choose to participate in a SLC. The Resource Specialist will 
accompany the students. Special Day Class students will choose a SLC and will be 
“affiliated” with that SLC as they continue in their Special Day Class program. A strong 
part of our SLC is a group of core subject teachers who have experience working with 
Resource students. These teachers will continue to work closely with both students and 
Resource teachers. These resource teachers will be in the classroom at all times, working 
with the teachers to create interdisciplinary units and to transmit knowledge. It is our 
feeling that when both the Classroom teacher and the Resource teacher are in the room 
from the beginning of the semester, collaborating at all times, the appearance of 
difference is eliminated. 
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9th Grade 
 
*Life Skills (Fall) 
*Health (Spring) 
*Humanitas (HUM) 
  English 9A/B 
*HUM Algebra 1A/B 
  or HUM Geometry A 
  or HUM Geometry2A 
*Hum Intercoordinated 
  Science 1A or  
  Biology A                 
*Applied Technology 
*Physical Education 

10th Grade 
 
*HUM World History & 
  Geography 
*HUM English 10A/B 
*HUM Geometry A/B or 
  Advanced Applied 
  Math A/B or Algebra 
  2A/B or Trigonometry 
  Or Math Analysis 
*HUM Biology A/B 
*HUM Visual Arts  
  Elective (Art History) 
*Physical Education 

11th Grade 
 
*HUM US History 20th

  Century A/B 
*HUM American 
  Literature &  
  Composition/ 
  Contemporary 
  Composition 
*HUM Math (Students 
  continue in the Math 
  sequence) 
*HUM Chemistry A/B 
  or Chemical Inquiry 
*HUM Foreign 
  Language (Elective) 
*HUM elective 
  (Philosophy, Business) 

12th Grade 
 
*Principles of 
  American Democracy 
  (Fall) 
*Economics (Spring) 
*HUM Expository 
  Composition 
*HUM Advanced 
  Composition 
*HUM Math (Students 
  continue in the Math 
  sequence) 
*HUM Physics A/B or 
  Science Elective 
*HUM Foreign 
  Language (Elective) 
*HUM elective 
  (AP Psychology) 

 
Van Nuys High School offers a plethora of Advanced Placement and Honors level 
courses, which students are encouraged to take, and which Humanitas teachers 
offer. 
 
 
Equity and Access 
 
The Humanities Small Learning Community will provide equal opportunities to all 
students who represent the varied socio-economic composition of Van Nuys High 
School. English Language Learners will encounter techniques of Specially Designed 
Academic Instruction in English currently implemented in all classes serving the English 
Language Learner. Those students who have been designated as English Language 
Proficient but are severely lacking in their study skills will be taught how to become 
successful students by incorporating Avid strategies within the Humanitas Small 
Learning Community. These strategies include, but are not limited to, Cornell Notes, 
Scaffolding, Clustering/Webbing/Mapping, and Graphic Organizers. By reaching 
students whose heritage language is other than English, and low achieving students, the 
Humanitas SLC can provide students with the tools necessary for post-secondary 
education.  
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These same considerations will be combined with Individualized Educational Programs 
to assist those students with learning disabilities. The Humanitas teachers will work 
closely with the Special Education department to ensure that Resource Teachers and Core 
Course teachers adapt teaching lessons to meet the needs of Special Education Students.  
To ensure educational equity to students of all academic levels, Humanities students will 
be allowed to passport out of their SLC to take Advanced Placement courses, and Honors 
courses if necessary.  
 
Humanities SLC teachers will meet during their conference periods and on Professional 
Development days to ensure that the curriculum meets the culturally relevant needs of 
our students. Currently, the Humanitas program has as part of its twelfth-grad curriculum 
a unit on Chicano Studies, and one on Race and the self, in which the students study the 
life and works of Rev. Martin Luther King, and Malcolm X. The Humanities SLC will 
expand these units, and others like them, across all grade levels. Currently, we have plans 
to expand the unit on Chicano Studies to include a newspaper written by the students in 
Spanish.  
 
To formalize this success the Humanities SLC will form a Humanities Steering 
Committee, which will meet monthly. This committee will review individual student 
progress, students’ performance on interdisciplinary essays, SLC assessments, course 
grades, classroom behavior, and attendance to ensure that students are achieving 
academic goals and matriculating through the SLC program. There are many options for 
those students who are underperforming. Van Nuys High School has in place an after-
school tutoring program in both Math and English. Additionally, the Humanities SLC 
will have a Saturday School program to help these students. We are in the process of 
creating a course that students will take to help them meet expectations. This class will 
combine twelfth-grade students who will act as peer tutors with underclassmen who 
require extra help. These students will be placed in the same class.  
 
Counselors, teachers, advisors, and administrators will disseminate forms, documents, 
information regarding the college application process, financial aid, scholarships, college 
visits, test dates, and career fairs to all students. All students will have the opportunity to 
enter the Humanities Small Learning Community if they choose to. Current Van Nuys 
High School students will attend the SLC Kick-Off Fair. During this fair students will 
receive information about the curriculum and career pathways for all of the SLCs. Once 
students have received this information they will make a decision. The SLC Kick-Off  was 
announced in the weeks prior to the event. Additionally, informational fliers and sign-up 
forms were distributed to all students to take home to their parents, both of whom will 
make a decision as to which SLC the student will join.  In-coming ninth-graders will 
receive information about the SLCs during their orientation and later given a chance to 
select their SLC.]If a student so desires that students will be able to transfer from one 
small learning community to another. Incoming freshmen will have an opportunity to 
speak to current members of the Humanities SLC to get a feel for what takes place within 
the SLC. Furthermore, current members will display their work and demonstrate their 
skills to students interested in the Humanities SLC. 
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Personalization 
 
The current Humanitas teaching teams will work with teachers new to the Humanities 
SLC to create continuity within teaching cohorts. For example, during conference 
periods, or on Professional Development days the current twelfth-grade (12th) teaching 
cohort will demonstrate the teaching strategies and project assessments that measure 
student progress towards meeting or exceeding the state content and performance 
standards. For the unit on Working that is central to the senior-class experience in the 
Humanitas SLC, students are involved with the nation-wide Stock Market Game that is 
sponsored by the Foundation for Investor Education. The students are participating in this 
competition while they are studying Economics. In their English class they are reading 
the Studs Terkel’s Working. They are also learning to fashion Resumes and Cover Letters 
to fit their most recent work and educational experience. While resume writing is a 
standard for ninth and tenth grade students, seniors have a wealth of real-life work and 
educational experience that they’ve gained subsequent to those grade levels. Learning 
how to fashion that experience to meet immediate working concerns is extremely 
beneficial to the students.  
 
Advisors, an Administrator, counselors, peer advisors, and team teachers will shepherd 
students through the Humanitas SLC, thereby establishing a sense of personal 
involvement in the student’s success. We are in the process of creating a course that 
students will take to help them meet expectations. This class will combine twelfth-grade 
students who will act as peer tutors with underclassmen who require extra help. These 
students will be placed in the same class. Those teachers involved with the intervention 
program will be able to meet during their conference periods. The SLC Lead Teacher will 
work closely with the Administrator responsible for the creation of the master schedule to 
ensure that these teachers have common conference periods.  
 
With the aid of the Urban Educational Partnership, the Humanities SLC will be able to 
include a code number in each of the Humanities student’s computer profile that enables 
us to identify individual student’s progress vis-à-vis CST scores, completion of the 
CAHSEE, attendance records, and graduation rates. The Urban Educational Partnership 
helps the Humanitas program interpret this data to identify those students in need of early 
intervention.  
 
Team Teachers will meet during their common conference periods to design thematic 
units tailored to the SLC, and will also meet to discuss the progress of individual 
students, what those students are doing that works, how the teachers can adjust their 
instruction to meet student’s needs. Teachers will also meet to determine if a student is 
“at risk” of other non-academic hindrances, and to refer those students to the appropriate 
support entities. A student’s sense that their teachers are knowledgeable, interested, and 
involved in their academic maturation and their personal well-being is a significant 
portion of personalization. 
 
To facilitate the transition from middle school to high school, SLC team members will be 
part of a freshman orientation. During this orientation incoming students will get a feel 
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for the high school campus, the level of academic achievement required from them, and 
what the rules are for the campus. Van Nuys High School has in place a set of rules and 
regulations that governs student behavior. With these rules and regulations comes a firm 
set of consequences. To facilitate this process, Van Nuys High School has decided to 
revisit the concept of advisory periods next year. The Humanitas SLC will use these 
rules, regulations, and consequences as the basis for governing student behavior and for 
establishing a safe educational environment. Flowing from this, Humanitas SLC students 
will have placed upon them other guiding principles that will help them to develop a 
sense of social responsibility.  
 
The Humanitas SLC Lead Teacher is in the process of arranging with Councilman Tony 
Cardenas’ office to develop a program in which our students will be expected to 
participate in volunteer events. One such event is the Community Clean Up program that 
the councilman has established. Another opportunity the students will have to fulfill their 
commitment to the community is through participating in one special event that the 
councilman holds, such as Senior Citizens fair, and the Turkey Giveaway. The SLC Lead 
Teacher is also in the process of submitting a request to Galpin Ford and Keyes Toyota to 
supply funding that will help us to arrange substitute coverage and transportation so that 
we can take our students to the City Council meeting held in Van Nuys. This event will 
be one of the core experiences for the twelfth grade Humanitas students during their unit 
on Governmental Powers. 
 
The current Humanitas program has a strong sense of parental involvement. On 
December 14th, 2006 the Humanitas club served over 200 burrito meals to students on the 
campus during Van Nuys High School’s annual Club Day. In large part this was due to 
the involvement of student’s parents who made salsa and guacamole, donated a new bar-
b-que, and supplied other essential utensils. This event helped to further a connection 
with parents whom we see only at Back-to-School Night and PHBAO meetings. This 
event went so well that we are scheduling another event for the school’s annual 
Multicultural fair. Humanities teachers feel strongly that these seemingly non-academic 
events establish for the students a sense of connectivity to something more special, and in 
some respects much larger than the high school itself. The students and their parents feel 
that the Humanities program is a part of their community. 
 
 
Accountability and Distributed Leadership 
 
The Humanities Small Learning Community will have as its guiding council a Lead 
Teacher, a counselor, and an administrator. This group will meet with the team teachers 
within the SLC to ensure that the correct teaching teams are in place and are properly 
scheduled on the matrix. The Humanities SLC will have a Lead Teacher whose tasks will 
include the completion of their regularly scheduled teaching duties and the newly-formed 
responsibilities of the Lead Teacher, which include but are not limited to leadership 
within the SLC, facilitating the establishment and adherence to a unifying vision and 
mission statement, recruiting and maintaining student and teacher membership, 
communicating with team teachers and administrators, collaboration with community 
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businesses and entities. The Lead Teacher will also facilitate the establishment of 
committees that will ensure the health of the SLC. These committees will include 
Humanities Steering Committee, Advisory Council, Professional Development, Grant 
Writing, and Student Volunteer Program. The entire Humanities SLC team teachers will 
be involved in the Student Feed Back and Concerns committee. We all feel that it is 
essential to our program that we address the repeated concerns and desires expressed by 
our students and their parents; this we will do in committee. The position of Lead 
Teacher will be filled by a teacher elected to the position by the other teachers involved 
in the SLC. This Lead Teacher will receive compensation through either a period off, or 
by a stipend. We feel that by having the Lead Teacher and committee members share 
equally in the key decisions there will be a greater sense of distributed leadership. 
 
Monitoring student advancement and holding students accountable for their own success 
is crucial for academic achievement. Through the annual Back-to-School Night team 
teachers will be able to introduce parents to their children’s academic curriculum, and 
what is required from the student. This will help the parent to monitor their child’s study 
at home. Each semester Van Nuys High School will hold Parent Conferences that will 
enable parents, students, and teachers to meet and discuss the student’s academic 
advancement. These events will be based on the Student-Led Conferencing model that 
has proven so successful. Furthermore, team teachers will meet to determine how better 
to reach parents whose children are performing below basic. 
 
An essential part of the Humanities SLC’s ability to monitor both the efficacy of the 
program and individual student achievement comes through our partnership with The 
Urban Educational Partnership. At Van Nuys High School we have included a code 
number in each Humanitas student’s computer profile that helps us to identify that 
student. With the aid of the Partnerhip, we are able to chart each student’s progress      
vis-à-vis CST scores, completion of the CAHSEE, attendance records, and graduation 
rates. This tool helps the Humanitas SLC monitor the success of the program, and to 
identify areas within the SLC that need to be modified to meet the needs of our students. 
 
 
Collaboration with Parents and Community Engagement 
 
As indicated above, The Humanitas program at Van Nuys High School takes seriously its 
mandate to include the parents in the education of the child. We have found ways to 
achieve this through parent-teacher collaboration. Van Nuys High School has a very 
active Parent Center that acts, in part, as a resource center to provide parents with the 
services they need to help their children. Furthermore, Van Nuys High School houses a 
rather large Adult School where parents, some of whom are themselves English 
Language Learners, can take the language classes they need to help their children become 
successful. The Humanities SLC will use both school-wide bulletins and the Humanities 
fliers and brochures to contact parents with information both vital and interesting. In 
these publications we will notify parents of the establishment of a Humanities Small 
Learning Community Advisory Council. This Advisory council will be composed of 
parents, teachers, and students. The Advisory council will meet every month to discuss 
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pertinent business issues, private sector sponsors and donations, budget, student 
achievement, attendance, class behavior, construction of curriculum based on relevant 
thematic-based units, and recruitment into the Advisory Council. In this way parents will 
have a direct voice in their child’s instruction, and an opportunity to affect educational 
improvements. We will later explore the possibility of choosing a parent representative to 
be included in the SLC decision making process and Professional Development. 
 
The Humanities SLC’s collaboration with the community will be facilitated by the Lead 
Teacher. Currently, the Humanitas program has a strong involvement with the Urban 
Educational Partnership, which sponsors Teacher Centers at Cleveland and Roosevelt 
High Schools. These Teacher Centers help new team members establish successful 
interdisciplinary units that culminate in a project and an interdisciplinary essay. The Van 
Nuys Humanitas program has a long history of sending teaching teams to these 
workshops. Additionally, the Humanitas program has a relationship with the Getty 
Museum via the Urban Educational Partnership. The proposed Humanities SLC will 
continue this tradition by scheduling field trips to the Getty. Teachers new to the SLC 
will attend a Teacher Orientation Workshop that will help them plan a visit in concert 
with a thematic unit. Much of the Community engagement that will be the future 
responsibility of the Lead Teacher has already been set in place by virtue of the 
Humanitas program’s involvement with the Urban Educational Partnership. Thus, the 
Lead Teacher will be able to concentrate on locating private sector support to help meet 
the needs of our students as they move through the educational system and set out upon 
their careers. 
 
Many of our students are currently enrolled in classes at Los Angeles Valley College. 
Indeed, in collaboration with LAVC, VNHS is offering college level courses at the High 
School. Students have an opportunity to enroll in Anthropology 121, and/or Speech 101. 
We look forward to expanding our involvement with other community colleges, and with 
four-year institutions as well. 
 
 
Professional Development 
 
Along with workshops for the new team teachers, The Urban Educational Partnership 
offers its annual Summer Institute. This offering often brings together university and high 
school teachers to discuss areas of the humanities. The discussion also involves methods 
to incorporate the information into classroom assignments. The Humanities teachers feel 
that a central part of professional development comes in the form of common planning 
periods. With the move to a SLC and the emphasis on personalization, the scheduling of 
common planning periods becomes a priority. 
 
 
Combined with the common planning period for professional development will be the 
standard Professional Development days that are central to the LAUSD’s commitment to 
teacher development. On professional Development days the Humanities SLC will meet 
as a whole to discuss matters pertinent to the SLC as a whole: student achievement, 
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review of assessment results, development of thematic-based interdisciplinary units, 
writing prompts and accompanying rubrics, individual committee progress, the continuity 
of the program, and what the future Professional Development days should be focused on 
are some of the matters we will discuss.  
 
Then, time permitting, the SLC members have a number of options they can pursue. 
Some of the suggestions now under consideration are inviting guest speakers from 
California State University Northridge to address how we teach writing across the 
curriculum. Suggestions also include simultaneously scheduling quest speakers from a 
number of disciplines, and then break out to smaller groups to hear a discussion on 
specific topics related to current interdisciplinary units. Also under consideration is 
scheduling PD days such that team members can disperse to break-out rooms to work on 
their curriculum. 
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